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Fair Warning:  Don’t Touch That Phone While Driving 
 The Police Department is focusing on distracted driving as the school year starts. We are 
committed to keeping our community safe. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), 3,142 people were killed in motor vehicle crashes involving distracted 
drivers in 2020. Texting is the most alarming distraction. Sending or reading a text takes your eyes 
off the road for 5 seconds. At 55 mph, that’s like driving the length of an entire football field with 
your eyes closed. Even if you’re a passenger, you can be the messenger, telling the driver to put 
the phone down. Speak up! Tell your friends and family to drive safe and put the phone down. As 
a parent, set the example and Put. The. Phone. Down. 

 Under Virginia law, drivers may not even hold a handheld personal communication device. A violation of this 
infraction is a fine of $125 and a second or subsequent penalty is $250. Also, this infraction will most likely 
increase your insurance.  The Police Department asks you to take the NHTSA pledge. Please protect lives by 
never texting or talking on the phone while driving, be a good passenger and speak out if the driver in the car is 
distracted and encourage friends and family to drive phone free.  #justdrive 

Yard Sale Day - Saturday, September 24 
To have your yard sale address listed in the Daily News-Record and on Bridgewater Buzz News, please call              

B-Connected at (540) 908-4212 or e-mail the yard sale address to yardsaleday@bridgewater.town.  

The last day to submit your address for publication is Monday, September 19. 

Sail On Headlines Summer’s End Celebration 
 Our annual Summer’s End Celebration returns this 
year on Labor Day, September 5!   We have a day full of 
events.  Here’s a rundown of what’s happening:  

At Sandy Bottom Park: 

 8:00 a.m.  Race to the Bottom 5k 
  (Register at racetothebottom5k.org) 

 11:00 a.m. Leaderboard Mini-Golf Championship 

At Oakdale Park: 

 3-9:00 p.m. Carnival rides (Free w/B-Rec or $5 
  wristband) 
 6:30 p.m. Sail On (Free!) 

 8:30 p.m. Fireworks launched from Oakdale Park 

 After selling out Bridgewater’s Sipe Center in 2021, Sail On returns for a performance at Oakdale Park.      
The Beach Boys tribute band will begin at 6:30 p.m., concluding with fireworks at 8:30 p.m.   

We’re happy to welcome back Sail On to Bridgewater! 
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2022 Photography Contest 
 Help us showcase all the beauty our home and 
surrounding areas offer by submitting photos for our annual 
photo contest!  We’re inviting all amateur photographers, 
both children and adults, to submit entries from the past 
year.  There are five different photo categories: Life in 
Bridgewater, People, Animals, Landscapes, and Other. 
Participants may submit up to five photographs for the 
competition.  

 There is no charge for Town residents; non-Town 
residents must include a $5 entry fee for each photo 
submitted. Photos can go to parks@bridgewater.town along 
with the application form, available at bridgewater.town.  All 
entries will be due by Monday, October 10.  Also be sure to 
check out 2021 winners on display at Sipe Center!   

2021 First Place (People): Sarah DeBoer  

Flood Protection Information 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
requires us to keep citizens educated on flood protection 
issues annually. For more information, please contact us at 
(540) 908-4212.   
 

Know your Flood 
Hazard: 

High water often 
comes with little 
warning and can be 
very destructive.  In 
October 2016, 
Hurricane Matthew 
dumped more than 
a foot of rain 100 
miles inland in the 
state of North Carolina.  The flooding in North Carolina 
alone has caused 26 deaths and an estimated $1.5 billion in 
damages. This figure does not include economic losses to 
businesses.  Dry River, North River, and Cooks Creek all 
contribute to flooding in Bridgewater. During heavy storms 
or soon after, floodwaters can overflow their banks and 
cover streets and yards causing damage to cars, garages, 
basements and lower floors.  Any property can experience 
flooding but those within the floodplain are at greater risk. 
 

Flood Insurance: 

Citizens living in the floodplain are encouraged to get a flood 
insurance policy—it will help pay for repairs after a flood.  
Because Bridgewater participates in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP), citizens can purchase separate 
flood insurance that is backed by the federal government.  
The Town’s Zoning Department can provide specific Flood 
Insurance Rate Map information such as flood zone 
designations, base flood elevations, map and panel numbers, 
or visit www.floodsmart.gov, the official website of NFIP 
 

Protect your Family: 

• Don’t walk or drive through a flooded area. Just six inches 
of moving water can cause you to lose your balance. Two 
feet of water has been known to lift and move a car. 

• Keep away from downed power lines and any other 
electrical wires. 

• Elevate and anchor utilities, e.g., furnaces, air conditioning 
units or propane tanks. 
 

Protect your Property: 

If you know your property is prone to flooding, you can take 
steps to protect your home from damage. These measures 
are called flood-proofing or retrofitting.  One way to control 
flooding is by regrading your lot to create a small flood wall 
or earthen berm. (This works for larger lots when potential 
flooding is not too deep, and if the property is not in the 
floodway.)  Another approach is to waterproof your walls 
and place watertight closures over the doorways. (Not 
recommended for homes with basements or if potential 
flood water is more than two feet.) 
 

Build Responsibly: 

The Town’s major thrust has been to reduce residential 
development in flood-prone areas along its water ways. Six of 
our thirteen parks have been developed along North River or 
Cooks Creek. This has changed residential land that is 
vulnerable to flooding into spacious and attractive park land 
that, while easily flooded, is comparatively simple and 
inexpensive to repair.  The Town also has special zoning 
requirements that help manage private construction in these 
areas.  If you are considering construction along either of these 
waterways, please contact us at (540) 908-4212.  
 

Protecting Natural Floodplains: 

A floodplain provides a valuable buffer between waterways 
and residential development. They provide natural flood and 
erosion control. Grassy areas and trees absorb rainwater, 
allowing groundwater and aquifers to be replenished and at the 
same time filter nutrients and impurities before they reach 
main waterways. Maintaining attractive but natural landscapes 
along waterways allows for a variety of plant and wildlife. This 
helps promote a healthy ecosystem. Further, the aesthetic and 
social value of well-maintained areas along North River or 
Cooks Creek cannot be overlooked. 

mailto:parks@bridgewater.town
http://www.floodsmart.gov
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Truth, Law, Citizens 

 These days, it is easy to become a little ill when reading 
the paper.  On most days, for me, it is one of those clickbait 
ads for “botched celebrity plastic surgeries” which does the 
trick.  But on August 10, it was something far more serious.  
It was a headline in the Washington Post reading, “Historians 
privately warn Biden that America’s democracy is teetering.”   
The headline bothered me because I knew it was right. 

 My guess is that you, too, know it was right.  We agree on 
almost nothing in this country, but most of us understand that 
America is broken.  Democracy is based on trust, and people 
simply don’t trust our core institutions, such as courts, law 
enforcement, election officials, news outlets, or legislatures.  
Without trust, legal authority is presumed invalid, and without 
legal authority, raw power must be substituted for law. 

 But talking about the breakdown of American society is 
probably too weighty and too preachy for a Y column.  It’s 
too weighty because it is far, far above the pay grade of a 
simple town manager.  And it’s too preachy because it is not 
my intent to rally you to a cause.  Instead, as the hired hand 
here, all I can do is make three simple promises. 

 First, we will never (intentionally) give you reason not to 
trust us.  We make our fair share of mistakes, but we will 
never be untruthful.  You will certainly get my attention if you 
accuse an employee of lying, but I’ll expect you to back it up, 
because we honor truth here. 

 Second, we will also honor the law.  When the elected 
assembly and executive of Virginia tell us to do something we 
will do it.  Always.  When they tell us to stop, we will stop.  
Always. 

 And finally, we will honor you.  The decision tree on my 
whiteboard contains three simple words:  “Truth, law, 
citizens.”  Every page of our employment manual says, “Our 
sole function is to make life better in Bridgewater.”  We’re 
serious about this, but as many of you have learned, honoring 
you doesn’t always equate to giving you what you want.  I 
guess it means something like giving you what you deserve 
under the law. 

 I still worry about America.  Maybe Reagan’s “shining city 
on a hill” will crumble.  I can’t stop that.  But if it happens, 
know that there will still be one tiny town alongside the North 
River in a corner of Virginia where the Council will demand 
that the staff honor truth, law, and citizens. 

 

 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“The decision tree on my whiteboard contains three 
simple words:  ‘Truth, law, citizens.’” 

 

Sign up for bridgewater.buzz. 

All the news fit to buzz, every day! 
 

Sandy Bottom Golf Hours  

  Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf is open 
every day through Labor Day.  After 
Labor Day, Mini-Golf will be open 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 
Noon to 10 p.m. through October 
30.  Par-3 is open every day from 6 
a.m. to dark.   

 Both are free with B-Rec card!  The rate for non
-Town residents is $5.00. 

Saturday Night Concerts 
September 17 at 7:30 p.m.                 

Everyday People 
 

Free Admission, bring your lawn chairs & blankets! 

After Dark at Gen Park 
Concerts 

Grocery Store Study 
 You may have heard that a grocery store 
feasibility study is underway for Bridgewater to see 
if our community is a good fit for a larger grocery 
store.  As part of this study, we’ll explore demand, 
economic feasibility, best locations, and one very 
important aspect...your opinion!  

 Hafezi Capital has created a survey to give you 
the opportunity to be involved in this 
process.  It will only take a few minutes 
of your time, just scan the QR code to 
the right to fill it out!  The survey will be 
open until September 30.    

 We value the businesses we have in Bridgewater 
– through these feasibility studies, we hope to gain 
additional knowledge about how better to serve the 
needs of our residents. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/bridgewatervasurvey
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Municipal Calendar & Events 

September 5 ....................... Summer’s End Celebration 

September 13 .......... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

September 24 .................................... Fall Yard Sale Day 

October 29 ....... Halloween at Oakdale Park - 2:00 p.m. 

 

Bridgewater Current 

Look here each month for updates on some of 
our construction projects. For a full description 
of any of these projects, follow this QR code:   

Local 
Postal Customer 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 

Project Status 

DORM Installation of traffic signal 
complete! 

Gen Oak Connector Currently working on acquiring 
easements. 

Main Street 
Pedestrian Project 

Contract signed, crosswalk 
signal equipment ordered.   

Riverwalk Phase II We are ready to bid the project; 
awaiting VDOT authorization. 

Status Updates 

Gen Oak Connector Wrapping up easement 
acquisition. 

Millfoil Cutter Cutter arrived August 29; 
cutting begins after Labor Day. 

Riverwalk Phase III Awarded TA Grant, design 
work begins in 2023. 

 
 
 
 

$5 for all movies 

www.sipecenter.com 

Upcoming Films at Sipe Center 

DC League of Super-Pets (PG) 

Thursday, Sept. 8:  6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 9:  6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 11:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 15:  6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 16:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 17:  4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 18:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Paws of Fury - Legend of Hank (PG) 
 

Thursday, Sept. 1:  6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 2:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 3:  4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 4:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Trash Reminders:   

There will not be curbside pickup on Monday, September 5.  Service for Monday will be 
collected on Tuesday, and Wednesday pickup will be collected Thursday.   
Large item pickup will begin on Tuesday, September 6.   

Mrs. Harris Goes to Paris (PG) 
 

Thursday, Sept. 22:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 24:  4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 25:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Sign up to receive the bridgewater.buzz 

and receive free popcorn for this show! 

(Coupon will be emailed on Sept. 22) 

 

$5 for all movies 

www.sipecenter.com 
 


